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Summary

1. The Council consulted on an updated Statement of Community Involvement 
(SCI) in January / February 2019.  The SCI is a document explaining to the 
community how and when they can be involved in the preparation of the 
planning policy documents and the determination of planning applications, and 
the steps that will be taken to encourage this involvement.

2. The appended report sets out the representations received, officer comments 
and recommendations following the consultation on the Statement of 
Community Involvement.  It was considered by the Planning Policy Working 
Group on the 19 March 2019 where it was resolved to recommend to Cabinet 
that the Statement of Community Involvement be adopted subject to the 
amendments set out in the Report of Representations.

Recommendations

3. That the amended Statement of Community Involvement be adopted.

Financial Implications

4. None.

Background Papers

5. The following papers were referred to by the author in the preparation of this 
report and are available for inspection from the author of the report.

Responses to the consultation
Statement of Community Involvement
Email from respondent
Attachment to email from respondent

Impact 

6.  



Communication/Consultation The SCI was subject to a 6 week period of 
consultation.

Community Safety N/a

Equalities The SCI makes sure that the methods of 
consultation used are such that all groups 
can be involved in consultation processes.

Health and Safety N/a

Human Rights/Legal 
Implications

N/a

Sustainability N/a

Ward-specific impacts All

Workforce/Workplace N/a

Situation

7. The representations and officer comments and recommendations were 
considered by the Working Group (PPWG) at their meeting of 19 March 2019.  
One suggestion from PPWG has been incorporated into the appended 
responses to the consultation.

8. PPWG also requested that we contact one respondent to follow up why she 
believed UDC had not been truthful.  Appended to this report is an email 
setting out the explanation, along with an attachment to that email.

9. The respondent is concerned that the review of the Sustainability Appraisal 
(SA) carried out to consider the impact of the Regulation 19 pre-submission 
Local Plan on sustainability objectives was happening at the same time as the 
Regulation 19 representation periods in the Summer and Autumn, and that 
officers did not make the public or Councillors aware of this until November 
2018.

10.The following timeline is set out to provide detail in response to the 
respondent’s concerns.  

a. AECOM were appointed to review the SA on 29 August; 

b. The Council received the first draft of the SA review on 2 October;

c. The Joint Executive Team (JET) was made aware of the draft SA 
review findings on 29 October.

d. The final draft of the SA review was received, and AECOM were 
appointed to update the SA on 2 November.



e. The public were informed of the decision to update the SA on 12 
November with the publication of the papers for PPWG

11.Officers commissioned the review of the SA following the letters from the North 
Essex Authorities Inspector, this was a not an unusual check to ensure the 
Local Plan was robust.  There was no knowledge at this point what the 
findings of this review would be.

12.The first draft review was received on 2 October and officers took legal advice 
on the options available to the Council.  Following receipt of this legal advice 
officers informed members through JET and a decision was taken to update 
the SA.

13.This decision to update the SA post-dated the decision to publish the 
Regulation 19 Local Plan in the Summer and the Autumn.

Risk Analysis

14.      

Risk Likelihood Impact Mitigating actions

If the Council 
does not have an 
up to date SCI 
and has not 
carried out 
consultation in 
accordance with 
the regulations 
and the 
Statement of 
Community 
Involvement the 
Local Plan could 
be found un 
sound at 
examination.

Low Delays in 
adopting the 
Local Plan

Making sure that the 
SCI is up to date and 
in accordance with the 
relevant regulations

1 = Little or no risk or impact
2 = Some risk or impact – action may be necessary.
3 = Significant risk or impact – action required
4 = Near certainty of risk occurring, catastrophic effect or failure of project.


